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I [        :
i;                                have worn  themselves  out  over these problems, and sti]
j                                 made no step towards an answer.     Yet they continue t
>                                weigh upon   thoughtful   minds  with  undiminished   force
l^                                Moreover, there is a general recognition of their funda
;,                                mental  importance   for   humanity.     Religion   occupies
pre-eminent position in human affairs.    It is regarded a ,                                apart from  and  above other things.    This  fact  alone i
,!                                sufficient evidence how deeply the human mind is impresse<
|;         ;                        by the ultimate mysteries of existence.
;/         !                           Although  the desire  for knowledge of this   kind is s<
;"                                imperative in man's nature, all attempts to satisfy it hav
\''        ;                        failed.   It is clear at the outset, therefore, that the subjec
I1    '   \                        itself is outside the range of human intellect.    If a solutio]
]         I                        ever could have been found, it would assuredly have beej
\\        I                        found before now.    Philosophy cannot  furnish answers t
i'l    .    i                         these ultimate questions;   it  can, however,  do  something
}i        \                        towards allaying unsatisfied curiosity, partly by making clea
'I    j   -I                        what branches of inquiry are necessarily outside the scop
*?    \                            of human intellect, partly by setting forth the things that w
ca/n know in an organized and systematic form.    Philosoph can do no more than this: mark off the sphere of possibl :   J                        knowledge from the sphere where knowledge is impossible
;                        then collect together the main principles that emerge in th
j                        knowledge at present possessed by mankind;   and thereb
I   \                        we shall, at all events, perceive to the highest extent possibl
where it is that we stand in Nature, and what is the genera aspect of the Universe.
Let us first ask why it is that all past efforts to solv ultimate riddles have failed, and why it is that they mus continue to fidL It is, in the first place, due to the fac that all knowledge is based on sense-impressions, and canno* therefore, go beyond what the senses can perceive. Me have five or six different senses only, and these are all founde i                        on the one original sense of touch. Of these five or si
j                        smses, the three of most importance for the accumulatio
I                        of knowledge are those of sight, hearing, and touch.   B